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first: thank you
for filling out the

questionnaire!



“Will the map readings be more of a written 
analysis of a map that we create based on an 

image or multiple images of a given map?

What is expected of out-of-class readings, 
specifically the map readings, and how will 

they be integrated into class time and/or 
various assignments?



it’s a bit of both



“How much time is each of the 3 big labs 
estimated to take? (including allotted lab 

work class time) 



i aim for labs to take
3 hours on average



“I am curious about "Illustrator" I have never 
used it before. So I am excited to learn what it 
is and how to use it! I have heard adobe before 

but I want to know how it translates to 
cartography work.

Will we be using Adobe Illustrator only for the 
labs or across all three assignment types?



illustrator = vector graphics 
software with lots of 
fine-grained design firepower

you’ll use it for about 4-6 
assignments, category neutral



“How will you grade the maps that we make? 
How do you evaluate aesthetic choices? "



love this question - i’ll 
dock points based on 
your adherence to 
best principles



“How will you grade the maps that we make? 
How do you evaluate aesthetic choices?



love this question - i’ll 
dock points based on 
your adherence to 
best principles



“One of the learning objectives is "Responsible, 
intentional, accessible, and ethical 

cartographic design." What does it mean to 
design an "ethical" map?



also great question. 
we’ll talk about this 
today



your maps!



















very cool maps!



or are they?



what even is a map?



Oxford English Dictionary, I.1.a

A drawing or other representation of the earth's surface or a part of it 
made on a flat surface, showing the distribution of physical or geographical 

features (and often also including socio-economic, political, agricultural, 
meteorological, etc., information), with each point in the representation 

corresponding to an actual geographical position according to a fixed scale 
or projection; a similar representation of the positions of stars in the sky, 

the surface of a planet, or the like. Also: a plan of the form or layout of 
something, as a route, a building, etc.



Oxford English Dictionary, I.3.a

A diagram or collection of data showing the spatial distribution of 
something or the relative positions of its components.



is this a 
map?

source

Oxford English Dictionary, 
I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

1

https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:cr56sd116


is this a 
map?

source

Oxford English Dictionary, 
I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

2

https://www.loc.gov/item/lva0000093/


is this a 
map?

3
Oxford English Dictionary, 

I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

source

https://www.loc.gov/item/99448489/


is this a 
map?

4
Oxford English Dictionary, 

I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

source

https://rosetta.virginiamemory.com/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE1553100


is this a 
map?

5
Oxford English Dictionary, 

I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

source

https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/satellite-image-new-orleans-region


is this a 
map?

6
Oxford English Dictionary, 

I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

source

https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:q524n173t


is this a 
map?

7
Oxford English Dictionary, 

I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

source

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massgis-data-2021-aerial-imagery


is this a 
map?

8
Oxford English Dictionary, 

I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

source

https://www.retrogames.cz/play_1030-NES.php


is this a 
map?

9
Oxford English Dictionary, 

I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

source

https://www.clickhole.com/2014/10/22/we-put-700-red-dots-on-a-map-1825122391/


is this a 
map?

9
Oxford English Dictionary, 

I.3.a

A diagram or collection of 
data showing the spatial 

distribution of something or 
the relative positions of its 

components.

source

https://www.clickhole.com/2014/10/22/we-put-700-red-dots-on-a-map-1825122391/


Crampton, Jeremy W. 
2009. Mapping: A Critical 

Introduction to Cartography 
and GIS. 1st ed. Wiley.





Crampton, Jeremy W. 
2009. Mapping: A Critical 

Introduction to Cartography 
and GIS. 1st ed. Wiley.



but maps =/= cartography



cartography has ~5 core principles:

scale

selection

emphasis

symbolization

generalization





the cartographic process







https://www.leventhalmap.org/digital-exhibitions/processing-place/catalogue/04-transforming-tools/4.1/


https://www.leventhalmap.org/digital-exhibitions/processing-place/catalogue/04-transforming-tools/4.3/


the map
communication
model







the “cartography 
cube”??







but maps do 
things in the 
world, too









https://www.leventhalmap.org/digital-exhibitions/processing-place/catalogue/04-transforming-tools/4.3/




https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/2564238.pdf


https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/2564238.pdf


https://www.queeringthemap.com



